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The paper is based on author’s discussion of the subject at Ethnic
Minority Groups Development Research Institute of Development
Research Centre of State Council, People’s Republic of China Beijing
on 15 Dec 2008. The Institute is think tank on PRC’s policy for the
minorities. Author subsequently discussed the issues with Prof
Samdhong Rinpoche, Head of Cabinet of ‘Government in Exile’ of
The Dalai Lama. The author then organized a round table on ‘Greater Tibet
‘ at New Delhi in August 2009. The author has also visited Tibet and Yunnan
Province of  China in 2003 and 2009 respectively.

INTRODUCTION 
 
Tibet is a sad story  of  legitimate  aspirations   of a  unique cultural homogenous ethnic 
group sandwiched in polity-strategic interests of China and western powers since the 
beginning of the twentieth century. The western interests have been shifting -from scare 
of Russian advance during the ‘great game’ over central Asia, British attempts to open 
trade ,  attempts to access Tibet, charm of great China market to -present day  threat from  
huge dollar reserves of PRC.

 China bases its claim of sovereignty over Tibet on historical grounds that Tibet has been 
an integral part  of China for centuries. 1  Tibetans on the other hand quote independent 
jurists in international law to claim, “ Since unification of Tibet in 7th century Tibet has 
existed as a separate state throughout its history……Tibet continued to possess all the 
tributes of a statehood.” 2  Off late, China is critical “Tibet before 1959 had a society of 
feudal serfdom which was more cruel and reactionary than serfdom in Europe in the 
middle ages.” The feudal manorial lords were comprising of former Tibetan local 
government, the aristocrats and monasteries (upper strata lamas) and their agents. They 
comprised of 5% and controlled 95% of the population of 9, 80, 000 in 1959.” 3  Many 
scholars assert the serfdom which Chinese highlight was part  of medieval society in 
many places even in China. Even the Dalai Lama has accepted “ Our inequality in the 
distribution of wealth was certainly not in accordance with Buddhist teachings… 
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However, before we reached the stage of our reforms, the Chinese were in command of 
us and we could not carry through such a far reaching change without their agreement.” 4 

We would not  prolong the discussions on history of status of Tibet. The long  1500 years  
of Tibet-China relations may be summarized, for the purpose of understanding its 
complexity, in the following words of Prof Dawa Norbu, a well known Tibetan author :-

“ Tibet was independent for 281 years ( 600-842 and 1911-1950) neither dependent or 
nor independent from China for 497 years ( 842-1247 and 1350-1642); and dependent on 
Mongol and Manchu empires for 378 years ( 1249- 1358 and 1642-1911) .5  

Post 14th Dalai Lama

As a religious and political leader of six million Tibetans in and outside Tibet and 
unparallel influence in Himalayan Buddhist belt and in western societies, the Dalai Lama 
remains in the centre of Tibetan struggle for justice. The Dalai Lama is now 74 year old. 
The Chinese leadership looking at Tibet issue beyond 14th Dalai Lama is in keeping with 
their strong ethos of preparing well for the future. China in Sepember 2007 promulgated 
a new incarnation law ( Order no 5 of China’s State Administration of Religious Affairs 
for the Reincarnation of Living Buddhas )   which requires Central Government approval  
for ‘ those incarnations whose impact on the Buddhist world is very  large.’ The Dalai 
Lama has recently  stated that the next incarnation will be born in a ‘ free country’ and 
‘certainly outside Tibet.’ It is certain the PRC would find a incarnate boy as the 15th Dalai 
Lama and the Dharmshala appointed search party would find another one. China’s 
candidate would be brought up in Beijing like Gyaincain Norbu Chinese recognized 11th 
Panchen Lama and the whereabouts of the boy  recognized by the Dalai Lama as 11th 
Panchen Lama  are not known. On 28 February  2010 Gyaincain Norbu has been 
nominated to the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference as one of 13 new members. Thus, there would be rival incarnations. If such 
an event takes place, “ There will definitely be rioting. It will be lot bigger in scale than 
March 14 ( 2008)” 6 said Wang Lixiong main land Chinese author who follows Tibetan 
issues.    

The pre Olympic riots were wide spread throughout the Tibetan plateau and world wide 
protests against use of force by China had taken place. The Chinese contention that only 
few Tibetans were involved is not true. If it was true Chengdu Military Region would not 
have raised the threat level to ‘ first  degree alert.’ Approximately, 180,000 troops from 
Chengdu   Military  Region and roughly  equal number from Lanzhou Military  Region 
were deployed. Prime Minister Wen Jiabao  had put accusing finger at the “ Dalai Lama 
Clique” saying his “non-violence advocacy was nothing but a  sheer lie.”  7   The fact that 
the Dalai Lama had made repeated appeals to Tibetans, “not to engage in any  action that 
could be even remotely interpreted as violent” should not be lost sight of. These appeals 
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were made by the Dalai Lama on 14, 27 March and 2, 5 April 2008 on Voice of America 
Tibet Service which is quite popular in Tibet.

The extent of riots across the whole of Tibetan plateau indicates Tibetan anger and 
resentment against Chinese rule. If a Dalai Lama who is not of their liking is thrust on 
them the resentment by  Tibetans would be much more. It  might lead to unprecedented 
violence. Chinese are in for a long haul problem. The situation inside Tibet may put strain 
on Sino-US and Sino-Indian relations. 

China’s Western Development Strategy 

China’s 90 percent of population lives only on ten percent of land. Beijing has seen the 
vast expanses of Xinjiang and Tibet as unfulfilled potential. Xinjiang holds more than 
quarter of China’s oil and gas reserves. TAR has nearly half of China’s mineral resources 
and world’s largest uranium deposits. “The main vehicle for this strategy has been ‘Great 
Western Development” 8 By 2008 China has spent $254 billion. In July  2006 China 
opened Golmud- Lhasa Railway  that runs over  16000 ft.  Plan to extend it to Shigatse 
was to be completed in 2010. ‘People’s Daily on line dated 11 Jan 2010 said this project 
is yet to receive clearance during China’s 11th Five Year Plan. The report cited TAR 
Chairman as saying the construction of the Qinghai-Tibet, Sichuan-Tibet, Xinjiang – 
Tibet and Yunnan-Tibet highways and China-Nepal highways and asphalt roads leading 
to each county  advanced smoothly in 2009. The permanent population of TAR will reach 
3.4 million (from 2.81 million in 2006) over the next 11 years with 1.46 million living in 
urban areas. The demographic shift from east to west lured by  economic opportunity and 
tax breaks will comprise most of urban population. Beijing boasts of economic 
development in its western regions. 

The recent violence in Urumqi resembles March 2008 violence in Tibet. “The Chinese 
Communist leadership aims to stifle any  future dissent in the western regions through a 
dual strategy of economic development and demographic inundation. It  is unlikely; 
however, that Beijing will be able to subjugate six million Tibetans and eight million 
Uighurs with just cash and karaoke. Higher incomes and modern lifestyles are seen as 
scant compensation for the perceived loss of more than a millennium of cultural and 
religious heritage.” 9    

 
Memorandum on Genuine Autonomy for the Tibetan People

Since 2002, nine rounds of talks have taken place between the representatives of Dalai 
Lama and the PRC. The perception of Tibetans is that there has been no progress on the 
substantive issue of autonomy. No decision has been made to fix another date. On the 
other hand China feels that the talks are successful and they intend to raise the level.

virendrasahai@gmail.com at http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com 

mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com


During the seventh round of talks in Beijing on 01 and 02 July 2008, the Vice Chairman 
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and the Minister of the Chinese 
Front Work Department   Du Quinglin invited suggestions from the Dalai Lama for his 
views on the autonomy which he is seeking within the Constitution of PRC. Subsequently 
in Oct  2008 the representatives submitted a ‘Memorandum on Genuine Autonomy for the 
Tibetan People.’ 10 The memo explains in greater length the autonomy which was for the 
first time proposed by the Dalai Lama at the European Parliament at Strasbourg France 
on June 16, 1988.

China  has rejected the memo as the autonomy envisaged will, “restrict and weaken the 
powers of the Central authorities as well as of authorities of National Peoples’ Congress 
in legislation. What is more, the splitting clique tried to revise the Constitution so that it 
could actually possess the rights as an independent state does.”

We shall examine the main demands of Tibetans and  suggest where possible pragmatic 
alternatives in the light of  geo-strategic complexities.

1  Self Governance. The Memo states:-

 “It is imperative that the right of Tibetans to govern themselves be recognized and 
implemented throughout the region where they live in compact communities in the PRC, 
in accordance with the Tibetan nationality’s own needs, priorities and characteristics.” “ 
Tibetan people’s culture and identity can only be preserved and promoted by the 
Tibetans themselves and not by others. Tibetans should be capable of self help, self 
development and self government and an optimal balance needs to be found between 
this and the necessary and welcome guidance and assistance for Tibet from the Central 
Government and provinces and regions of the PRC.” (Page 3 under Tibetan Aspirations)

Comments

The Chinese and Tibetan views  on autonomy  stem from different theoretical positions. 
The Dalai Lama’s genuine autonomy proposals draw on liberal principles. Chinese 
theories of regional autonomies derive from Marxist  and Confucian principles. These 
theoretical bases are difficult to reconcile. At the same time Chinese are  quite flexible if 
it suits them politically  and economically as in Hong Kong and Macau. Chinese have 
called the autonomy sought by Tibetans as seeking “ covert independence” or “half 
independence.” which are not tolerated in the constitution. 11

Beijing can find a long term solution by extending the category of Special Administrative 
Regions ( SARs) to Tibet. Hong Kong  and Macau, according to laws establishing the 
SARs are afforded a “high degree of autonomy” and “executive ,legislative and 
independent judicial power.” 12  The SARs require security forces to consist of local 
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citizens only. Article 22 requires even Chinese citizens to obtain permission to enter  
from local authorities. The autonomy for Tibet need not be same, may be less on political 
power and more on cultural autonomy. These former colonies had different political 
system with partially direct elections. Some negotiating position can be found.  The Dalai 
Lama is not asking for independence but a ‘middle way’ The Dalai Lama inside a Tibetan 
SAR may be of less of problem to Beijing than outside it.    

2. Greater Tibet.

 The memo identifies the basic needs of the Tibetans as the subject matters of self 
government – these are language, culture, religion, education, environment protection and 
utilization of natural resources, economic development and trade, public health, public 
security, regulation on population migration, cultural, educational and religious 
exchanges with other countries. The memo wishes to “ exercise  self governance on the 
above mentioned basic needs” and “ demands entire community, comprising of all the 
areas currently designated by PRC as Tibetan Autonomous Areas should be under the 
one single administrative entity.” (Page 7 under Application of a Single Administration 
for the Tibetan Nationality in the PRC)  
Comments

The Tibetans claim Tibet  has three main regions, known as Chol—kha-sum.13 The 
Strasbourg proposals 1988 as well as the Memo of October 2008 have been very 
emphatic in asserting the territorial extent of Tibet to include, besides Tibet Autonomous 
Region (TAR which is only U Tsang ) Tibetan autonomous areas ( such as Amdo, Kham, 
Kansu  Tianzu) in the neighboring regions  in the provinces of Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan 
and Gansu. 

To quote, Prof Mira Sinha Bhattacharjea, a well known Sinologist, “ The Dalai Lama’s 
definition of Tibet must have been read as a frontal challenge to its (PRC) territorial 
integrity  for it laid claims on thousands of square kilometers of territory  in the provinces 
of Qinghai, Sichuan and Gansu which had been under Chinese administration and 
jurisdiction since 1949.”14  Prof  Mira has stated that minorities occupy  60 per cent of the 
territory that today comprises the PRC while they  constitute only about 7 per cent of 
population. 15  If these areas are ceded to Tibet the remaining part of main land would be 
disproportionately reduced. Under the present Sino-Tibetan relations it is not feasible to 
redraw the state boundaries and give ‘genuine autonomy. ’ to a major part of the country, 
During my interaction with Chinese scholars they stated that other minorities would also 
demand the same and it would not be possible to deny. The Chinese were quite firm in 
their view and used the word “impossible” to any demand for so called ‘Greater Tibet.’
Ms Wang Hong Deputy  Director stated that their research has confirmed that these areas 
were never part of Tibet. It was stated by  one of the office bearers/researcher that when 
17 Point Agreement was signed in 1951 Tibet was same as Tibet Autonomous Region 
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thus giving it a legal sanction with signature of the representative of Dalai Lama and his 
seal.
Dharmshala based Prof Samdhong Rinpoche, Kalon Tripa ‘Government in Exile,’ 
counters by stating, “ Beijing tries to mislead the international community by saying that 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama is demanding ‘Greater Tibet’ which is one fourth of the 
PRC’s territory… In reality, His Holiness the Dalai Lama has never used the word ‘ The 
Greater Tibet’ at any  time.” 16  Rinpoche adds we are asking the PRC’s central 
government “to do the following:-

(a) to have one autonomous administration for all the Tibetan autonomous areas.
(b) to genuinely implement the constitutional provisions of national regional 

autonomy.” 
He has stated that  these requests are in accordance with the spirit of the PRC 
Constitution and its Autonomy Law. 17 ‘The divisions of minority  nationalities who 
live in concentrated community is a direct violation of the Constitution.’ 

As per available knowledge, Sino-Tibetan boundary has never been defined. Prof Mira 
says,  “As far back as the early 18th century, the Chinese placed boundary  stones at points 
west of Batang, to claim the Yangtse as the watershed east of which Tibet would exercise 
only nominal control. Batang is part of  Sichuan province at the border with TAR. What 
was then called Eastern Tibet it seems was designed to be a buffer  area between China 
and Tibet, under loose Chinese suzerainty.” 18  Batang seems to be an important landmark 
east of Yang-tse river which has remained outside the de-facto  control of Tibetans in the 
time of Manchu empire 1727-1910, and from1912-1917 and from 1918-1932 and in 
nineteen forties.  The 1913 Shimla agreement demarcated outer and inner Tibet and kept 
Batang outside the outer Tibet.19 The tripartite agreement was not  ratified by Chinese 
hence border between Tibet and China remained undecided.  The Outer and Inner Tibet as 
marked in Tripartite 1913 Agreement corresponds to present  day  TAR and Tibetan 
autonomous areas in the neighboring provinces, respectively. 

In a well documented ‘ Tibet Precis’ its author  H. E. Richardson of Indian Political 
Service states, 

“ The boundary claimed by Tibet in 1914 encloses territory in which Tibetan stock 
predominates. But in that area there are many tribes and divisions, with differing 
customs, differing dialects and differing degrees of culture. It is probable that most of 
those tribes which live beyond a radius of about 300 miles to the east of Lhasa were for 
long periods in their history independent or were to be classed as within the zone of 
influence rather than under the control of Lhasa or China. Tibetan control up to the 
racial boundary seems to have been a thing of the distant past and the Tibetan story that 
it was the Fifth Dalai Lama who made the local chieftains hereditary is probably due to a 
tendency to attach events to a great name.”20
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After the ninth round of talks at Beijing in end of January 2010 Du Qinglin head of the 
United Front Work Department of the communist party said that the government 
remained opposed to any proposals based on the idea of a “Greater Tibet.” “only  if the 
Dalai Lama completely abandoned such claims could there be foundation for contacts 
and talks.” 21

 
Today the constraints of geo strategy as well as the ambiguous history  do not make it  
possible to redefine the state boundary  of TAR to include the Tibet Autonomous Areas of 
neighboring provinces under single administration. Even if it may  be possible under the 
Constitution and Autonomy laws as defined by the Kalon Tripa, if it does not suit the 
central government of PRC single administration is unlikely to be achieved in near future. 
The Dalai Lama was recently asked as to why separate prefectures can not look after the 
Tibetan rights, he had replied, “ This is a practical view….We are just seeking guarantee 
for preservation of Tibetan culture, language and spirituality…This is as per the wishes of 
the people of Tibetan people.” 22 We may, however, have some mechanism and authority 
under the Central Government to oversee the Tibetan culture and identity in all areas 
inhabited by Tibetans. This could be achieved by ways other than demand of  ‘one single 
authority to govern the entire Tibetan plateau.’

3 Migration of Han Population.

“To us it would be vital  that the autonomous organs of self-governance have the 
authority to regulate the residence, settlement and employment or economic activities of 
persons who wish to move to Tibetan areas from other parts of PRC in order to ensure 
respect for and the realization of the objectives of the principles of autonomy.” (Page 6 
under Regulation on Population Migration) 

Comments

The Dalai Lama has feared that “major demographic changes that result from such 
migration will have the effect  of assimilating rather than integrating the Tibetan 
nationality into the Han nationality and gradually extinguishing the distinct culture and 
identity  of the Tibetan nationality.” The influx of uncontrolled migrations will result in 
Tibetans no longer living in “compact communities” and the privilege of getting the 
national regional autonomy under the Chinese constitution will be denied.

It is  contended by Chinese scholars that as per Chinese constitution there is no restriction 
for movement of people.  It is difficult  to assume that such power would ever be 
delegated to local minority governments. Minorities control major geographical area in 
China with only 7 per cent of population. If these powers are delegated to particular local 
government other minority regions would also demand the same. This would unbalance 
the population, development and unity. The transfer of population to western regions is 
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part of Chinese grand strategy to ease the population pressure in majority Han region of 
east.

However, typical environment concerns of Tibet require control of population as due to 
limited resources it  can not support a large population. The Tibetans have been keeping 
check on their population through abstinence by monks and nuns  constituting large part 
of Tibet population. Such  restrictions as deemed necessary should be enforced by  Central 
Government in consultation with local government. The demand of delegating control of 
“transient population to the local self government” as demanded in the memo  is too 
ambitious. Chinese Government should find a way to control immigrants to sensitive 
minority regions like Tibet and Xinjiang as a long term resolution of discontentment. 

4  Preservation of Culture, Religion and Language

“Freedom of belief and conscience…The freedom covers right of monasteries to be 
organized and run according to Buddhist monastic tradition…. The recognition of 
principle that the principal medium of education be Tibetan.”  ( Page 3 and 4 of Memo)

Comments

In 2003 I had visited all well known monastries including  Potala Palace, Norbulingka, 
Sakya, Jokhang, Sera, Ganden of Lhasa. I also visited  Thurphu Monastery about 3 hours 
towards North. Thurphu is monastery of the Karmapa, head of Kargu sect of Tibetan 
Buddhism from where he had escaped in the year…..In August 2009 I visited Diqing 
Tibetan Prefecture popularly known as Shangrila in North West Yunnan province of 
China. I stayed in a Tibetan monastery at Bengzilan. During my visits I have found that 
all monasteries are being well maintained and religious practices by  locals are being 
freely carried out. It is similar to  monastries in Ladakh, Lahoul and Spiti, Sikkim and 
Tawang. The prayer flags are hung everywhere. Mani Stones mounds inscribed with 
Tibetan scriptures are piled at many places. A $11.7 million project  for first ever academy 
of Tibetan Buddhism in southwest China began in October 2008. Earlier China organized 
for the first time a World Buddhist  Forum in Hangzhou from 13 to 16 April 2006 
apparently  to assume leadership  of the Buddhist world. What is eminently missing is 14th 
Dalai Lama in all these developments. 

As far as promotion of Tibetan language is concerned, the language is taught in all 
schools and universities. However, young Tibetans find Mandarin better option for their 
careers, similar to preference for English in India. Tibet now boasts 820 primary  schools, 
101 secondary schools and 3033 teaching centers. “ Tibet has now established  four 
universities— the Tibet Ethnic Institute, Tibet Institute of Agriculture and Animal 
Husbandry, Tibet University and Tibet College of Tibetan Medicine with enrollment of 
5249.”.23
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What is most striking and cause of heart burn is prohibition of any symbol or photograph 
of 14th Dalai Lama anywhere in Tibet and China. What is even more damaging is use of 
such demeaning words like “ The Dalai Lama is a wolf wrapped in a robe, a monster with 
human face and animal’s heart.” 24  ( Tibet daily editorial by  Zhang Qingli-A Han national 
from Shandong province and Communist Party Secretary in Tibet) A curb on the Dalai 
Lama’s photographs and use of such harsh words for their living God would only  deepen 
their alienation. A person who is well ingrained in Tibetan culture would understand it 
well.

China’s Future Policy on Tibet

The Fifth National Conference on the Work of Tibet held in Beijing in 18-20 January 
2010 indicates policy direction for Tibet. It is a reflection of 2008 Tibetan and 2009 
Xinjiang uprising and keeping eye on situation post Dalai Lama. President Hu Jintao 
accepted “the ever growing material and cultural needs of the people and backwardness 
of the social production.” 25 Hu emphasized on need for ‘ leaf frog development’ and 
‘lasting stability.’ Hu promised ‘to take substantial measures to ensure “ normal order” of 
Tibetan Buddhism in Tibet. He also promised to improve the Communist Party’s attitude 
towards minorities and the Tibetan region. These statements made by President Hu at a 
conference of officials amounts to admitting that the Party’s attitude towards Tibet was 
not entirely correct  It implied their acceptance that the strategy of economic prosperity to 
mitigate separatism has not succeeded. It is unusual. China might  vigorously promote 
Tibetan Buddhism and culture to promote Tibetan identity  along with economic 
prosperity. It is to prepare for post Dalai Lama situation and to counter western criticism. 
China has always differentiated Tibetan Buddhism with the 14th Dalai Lama. It is likely 
to continue the same.   

Conclusion

In 2008 White Paper on National Defence China’s threat perception in the Taiwan Strait 
has been greatly reduced.  White Paper lists separatists forces such as those supporting “ 
Taiwan independence,” “East Turkistan independence,” and “Tibet independence” as 
threat to China’s “ Unity  and Security.” China reiterates that it is separatism – in Taiwan, 
East Turkistan and Tibet – that are key challenges. 

China is keen to resolve the Tibet issue. They state that China has spent huge amounts for 
its economic progress and infrastructure. Chinese will resolve the issue under its own 
terms and not under any pressure, domestic or international.    

We can not deny the soft  power of the Dalai Lama across the world. China should also 
realize that their policies in Tibet and Xinjiang have not succeeded. They have to modify 
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and reduce Han domination. Tibetan’s and Xinjiang ‘s aspirations have to be respected.  
At the same time the real politick of Chinese economic and military  power  has to be 
viewed realistically. The middle path as projected by  Dharmshala has not been able to 
satisfy the concerns of Beijing particularly the demand of ‘Greater Tibet’   It  is only  the 
Dalai Lama who can implement the decisions taken, I would like to suggest the following 
be re-evaluated by Dharmshala and China:-

1. Expand the Special Administrative Region status with modifications  to Tibet 
Autonomous Region. The proposed Tibet SAR will have less of political 
autonomy and more of cultural empowerment.

2. Modify demand of Single Administration to Cultural Homogenous group for 
the Tibetan Nationality. No change in boundaries of Tibet Autonomous Region. 
The Tibetan Prefectures as they exist now and form part of neighboring provinces 
should remain as they are.

3. Migration of Han Population. There is need to check population in Tibet due to 
environment concerns. However, the control of migration has to be vested with 
the Central Government  in consultation with Lhasa Government.

4. Restoration of the  Dalai Lama to Potala Place in Lhasa as a religious head. 
This itself would resolve problems relating to culture and religion.

References

1   “ The friendly  relations between the Tibetan nationality and the Han nationality  of the 
main areas of China can be traced to ancient times as is proved by archaeological 
findings and historical documents in Tibetan and Chinese.” ‘Social History of Tibet, 
China’  Ed. Jin Hui Ren Yinong , China Intercontinental Press. 2008. p 8   
 
2.  Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering, German a law firm on international law, quoted by ‘The 
Legal Status of Tibet’  Office of Information and International Relations, Dharmshala, 
1989, p 4.  

3. ‘Social History of Tibet’  ibid p 56

4.  My Land and My People: Memoirs of his Holiness The Dalai Lama’  New Delhi, 
1997, p  64 , p 66.

5.  Dawa Norbu, ‘Tibet- the Road Ahead’  New Delhi, 1997, p347

6. http://www.buddhistchannel.TV/index.php?id=70.7078.0.0.1.0 downloaded on 12 Nov 
2008.

virendrasahai@gmail.com at http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com 

http://www.buddhistchannel.TV/index.php?id=70.7078.0.0.1.0
http://www.buddhistchannel.TV/index.php?id=70.7078.0.0.1.0
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com


7. The China Post, Editorial, Why Snub the Dalai Lama? April 6, 2008.

8. Christian Le Miere, Editor of Janes Intelligence Review, ‘China’s Western Front—
    Can Beijing Bring Order to its Restive Provinces?’ Foreign Affairs http://
www.foreignaffairs.com . p2  downloaded on 20 Feb 2010.

9  Ibid, p 3.      

10. ‘ Memorandum for the Genuine Autonomy for the Tibetan People’ ( translated from 
the original Tibetan) submitted to People’s Republic of China by the Representatives of 
the Dalai Lama during the eight  rounds of talks in October 2008 at  Beijing. It was 
released to press on 15 Nov 2008. 

11.  Press conference by Zhu Weiqun Executive Vice Minister of United Front Works  
       Department of CPC Central Committee, 10 Nov 2008. Press Release by State  
       Council Information office ,p5
  
12.  Quoted by Christian Le Miere, ibid, p 2

13  “From Ngari Korsum, in western Tibet, to Sokla Kyao, the region is called U-Tsang; 
from Sokla Kyao to the upper bend in the Machu (Yellow River) it is known as Dotod 
(Kham) ; and from Machu bend to Chorten Karpo it is called Domed( Amdo)” Tsepon W 
D Shakabpa, Tibet- A Political History, Potala Publications, New York 1984. pp 2

14. Mirasinha Bhatacharjea, ‘Response and Comments’ on Dawa Norbu’ presentation  
ibid, p 259.

15. ibid, p 259.
16. 16  Kalon Tripa Professor Samdhong Rinpoche’s  key note address on Round Table 
on ‘Greater Tibet’ New Delhi August 27, 2009. The round table organized by Tibet Study 
Group a non government organization founded by the author in 1998.  p2

17. Kalon Tripa quotes the following provisions of PRC Constitution and Autonomy 
Laws:-
(a) Article 4 of the Constitution,  “regional autonomy is practiced in areas where people 
of minority nationalities live in concentrated communities: in these areas organs of self 
government are established to exercise the power of autonomy.” 
(b)  Preamble of the National Regional Autonomy Law.  “Regional national autonomy 
means that the minority nationalities, under the unified state leadership, practice 
regional autonomy in areas where they live in concentrated communities and set up 
organs of self government for the exercise of power of autonomy.”

virendrasahai@gmail.com at http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com
http://www.foreignaffairs.com
http://www.foreignaffairs.com
http://www.foreignaffairs.com
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com


©   Article 2 of the Autonomy Law says, “ Regional autonomy shall be practiced in areas 
where minority nationalities live in concentrated communities. National autonomous 
areas shall be classified into autonomous regions, autonomous prefectures and 
autonomous counties.”   Key note address on round table on Greater Tibet. p4

18. Mirasinha, p 257

19.  H. E. Richardson, Indian Political Service, ‘Tibetan Precis, (unpublished, place 
and date not legible, contents reveal printed around 1946-48) Map no 4 ‘Sketch of 
Central and Eastern Tibet showing boundaries of Outer and Inner Tibet as drawn by 
1914 Agreement. The map also draws the following boundaries:-

(a) The boundary at the time of Manchu empire 1727-1910
(b) The boundary from 1912 -1917 (defacto)
©   The boundary from 1918- 1932 (defacto)
(d) The boundary ‘at present’ ( late nineteen fourties)

All lines of Tibet   boundaries are west of Yang Tse river. Batang located east  of Yang 
Tse is well outside these lines. It appears Batang has historical significance for 
boundary making between China and Tibet. Batang is now part of Sichuan

20.  Ibid , Appendix IV, ‘Eastern Tibet’, p103.

21. ‘No Concessions on Tibet’s Soveregnty: China’ Hindu , 02 Feb 2010

22. The Dalai Lama’s interview Hindu 04 April 2009.

23. Tibet :Past and Present  Compiled by Shu Zhisheng, 2008.

24. China Daily,  ‘ Chinese Government looks to Post Dalai Lama era’ Xinhua. 10 
Nov 2008. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2008-11/10content-7191095htm
Downloaded on 12 Nov 2008

.25.  ‘ Hu Signals Course Correction in Tibet’  Times of India , New Delhi., New Delhi 25 
Jan 2010.

Colonel (retd)  Virendra Verma, a Tibetologist, is a author of peace related articles  in 
national and international journals. .  

virendrasahai@gmail.com at http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2008-11/10content-7191095htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2008-11/10content-7191095htm
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
mailto:virendrasahai@gmail.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com
http://chinaindiaborderdispute.wordpress.com

